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GENERAL SUBJECT: 
THE FAILURES IN THE CHURCHES, 

THE DEGRADATION OF THE CHURCH, THE OVERCOMERS IN THE CHURCH, 
THE RECOVERY OF THE CHURCH, AND THE STAGES OF THE CHURCH 

Message Ten 

The Recovery of the Church 
(2) 

Recovered Back to the Unique and Pure Ground 
of the Oneness of the Body of Christ with Its Truths 

Scripture Reading: 1 Tim. 1:4; Jude 3; Matt. 16:16; Col. 2:9; 2 Cor. 13:14 

I. The church needs to be recovered from the divisive and apostate 
ground with its deviations from the truths concerning the Triune 
God and the person of Christ—2 Cor. 13:14; Matt. 16:16. 

II. The church needs to be recovered to the truth of the New Testa-
ment faith and God’s economy—Jude 3; 1 Tim. 1:4; Eph. 1:9; 3:9: 

A. God’s economy is His household administration to dispense Himself in 
Christ into His chosen people so that He may have a house, a household, 
to express Himself, which household is the church, the Body of Christ—
1 Tim. 3:15; Eph. 1:22-23: 
1. The apostle’s ministry was centered on this economy of God, whereas 

the differing teachings of the dissenting ones were used by the enemy 
to distract God’s people from this economy—Col. 1:25; 1 Cor. 9:17. 

2. God’s economy is a matter in faith—1 Tim. 1:4: 
a. The dispensing of the processed and consummated Triune God into 

us is altogether in the sphere and element of the faith—2 Cor. 
13:14; Eph. 3:17. 

b. God’s economy, which is to dispense Himself into His chosen peo-
ple, is not in the natural realm nor in the work of law but in the 
spiritual sphere of the new creation through regeneration by 
faith in Christ—2 Cor. 5:17; Gal. 3:23-26. 

B. Jude 3 speaks of earnestly contending for “the faith once for all delivered 
to the saints”: 
1. This faith is “the common faith,” the faith that is common to all 

believers—Titus 1:4. 
2. The faith is not subjective faith as our believing but objective faith 

as our belief—Jude 3: 
a. The faith refers to the things that we believe in, the contents of 

the New Testament as our faith (Acts 6:7; 1 Tim. 1:19; 3:9; 4:1; 
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5:8; 6:10, 21; 2 Tim. 3:8; 4:7; Titus 1:13), in which we believe for 
our common salvation, the general salvation, common to and held 
by all believers. 

b. This faith, not any doctrine, has been delivered once for all to all 
the saints; for this faith we should contend—1 Tim. 6:12. 

III. The church needs to be recovered to the truth concerning the per-
son and work of Christ—Matt. 16:16; John 1:1, 14; Col. 2:9: 

A. Christ in incarnation is the entire God—the Father, the Son, and the 
Spirit—manifested in the flesh—John 1:1, 14; Col. 2:9; 1 Tim. 3:16: 
1. The God, who the Word is, is not a partial God; rather, He is the entire 

Triune God—God the Father, God the Son, and God the Spirit—John 
1:1, 14; 14:9-10, 15-18. 

2. In the incarnation of Christ, God was manifested in the flesh, not as 
the Son only but as the entire God—1 Tim. 3:16. 

3. In Christ dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily—Col. 2:9: 
a. All the fullness of the Godhead refers to the entire Godhead; thus, 

this is the fullness of the Father, the Son, and the Spirit. 
b. That all the fullness of the Godhead dwells in Christ bodily means 

that the Triune God is embodied in Him. 
B. Christ is God incarnated to be a God-man, who is both divine and hu-

man—John 1:1, 14; Luke 1:31-32, 35. 
C. In His redemptive work Christ died on the cross for our sins and for us 

sinners, and then He was resurrected so that He could impart Himself 
into us as the divine life—1 Cor. 15:3-4, 20, 45b. 

IV. The church needs to be recovered to the truth concerning the per-
son and dispensing of the Triune God—2 Cor. 13:14: 

A. The trinity of the Godhead is revealed in the New Testament for the dis-
pensing of God Himself in His Trinity into His chosen and redeemed peo-
ple—1 Pet. 1:2; Matt. 28:19. 

B. In the dispensing of the Triune God, the love of God is the source, since 
God is the origin; the grace of the Lord is the course of the love of God, 
since the Lord is the expression of God; and the fellowship of the Spirit 
is the impartation of the grace of the Lord with the love of God, since the 
Spirit is the transmission of the Lord with God, for our experience and 
enjoyment of the Triune God—2 Cor. 13:14. 

C. The Father is embodied in the Son, the Son is transfigured to be the 
Spirit, and the Spirit is the reaching of the Divine Trinity to us: 
1. All the riches of the Godhead reach us in the Spirit—Gal. 3:14. 
2. Because we are organically united to the Spirit, that is, organically 

united to the processed and consummated Triune God, whatever He 
is and has is now our portion as our reality—1 Cor. 6:17; John 16:13. 

 



Excerpts from Authority and Submission 

We must be a person who submits to authority before we can be a deputy authority ourselves. 
(p.	108) 

All deputy authorities must remember that they are merely God’s representative authorities; 
they have no authority in themselves. (p. 109) 

We have absolutely no authority in ourselves. (p. 109) 

No one in the whole universe has authority except God. (p. 109) 

Never be deceived to think that you have any authority in yourself. Never think that any 
authority has its source in you. You must forever remember that God is the only One who has the 
authority, and no one else. (pp. 117-118) 

The extent one represents authority depends on the extent of one’s knowledge of God’s will and 
thoughts. (p. 110) 

To be a representative authority, one must first be acquainted with the person whom he 
represents. (p. 111) 

You can have authority only when God acknowledges your decision. Anything that issues from 
yourself bears no authority whatsoever. (p. 111) 

You have to realize that you have no authority in yourself. (p. 112) 

God’s deputy authority must…deny himself. (p. 112) 

The Lord must first thoroughly break our self before we can become His deputy authority. 
(p.	113) 

God wants us to represent His authority, not replace His authority. (p. 113) 

Fellowship is a basic qualification for being an authority. (p. 115) 

Those who are God’s deputy authorities…must have a constant and intimate fellowship with the 
Lord. (p. 115) 

It is a most ugly thing for anyone to speak for his authority in order to establish authority for 
himself. No one can establish his own authority. (p. 120) 

All self-established authority must be eradicated from among us. We must allow God to establish 
every authority, and we must not try to build up any authority of our own. (p. 120) 

Those who find out what others say about them and then get angry, indignant, or vindictive are 
not qualified to be a deputy authority. (p. 124) 

Those who vindicate themselves have no authority whatsoever. (p. 125) 

The more a person thinks that he is an authority, the less it is likely that he is an authority. 
(p.	126) 

A deputy authority must not act according to his own feeling, and he must not care for himself or 
be a self-centered person. (p. 141) 

God’s deputy authorities are gracious ones. (p. 142) 



Being gracious to others is one characteristic of a deputy authority. Those who deal righteously 
with others are not qualified to be a deputy authority. (p. 142) 

The basis of authority is resurrection. (p. 144) 

It is the resurrection life we receive from God that gives us authority. Authority has nothing to do 
with man but with the resurrection that is manifested through man. (p. 144) 

Whether or not we are an authority depends on whether we have passed through death and 
resurrection. There is nothing in ourselves that sets us apart as a spiritual authority. (p. 145) 

Resurrection means that everything is of God and not of us…Resurrection means that everything 
is done by God, not by ourselves…As soon as you offend the principle of resurrection, you lose 
authority, and as soon as you try to exhibit your authority, you instantly lose authority. (p. 150) 

When you have resurrection, you have authority, because authority rests with resurrection, not 
with the natural life. (p. 150) 

Only that which issues from resurrection results in authority. Authority is based on resurrection, 
not on ourselves. (p. 151) 

Only one matured in resurrection life can act as God’s deputy authority. The more resurrection 
life is expressed through us, the more authority we will have. (p. 152) 

It is imperative that an authority represent God properly. (p. 154) 

Nothing is more serious and sobering than to misrepresent authority. (p. 157) 

Every time we execute God’s authority, we have to pray that we are joined to God. (p. 157) 

A man’s authority is based on his ministry, and his ministry is based on resurrection. Without 
resurrection there is no ministry, and without ministry there is no authority. (p. 159) 

As soon as authority goes beyond ministry, it becomes a positional authority, and it is no longer 
spiritual. (p. 160) 

A deputy authority should take a place before God that is as equally low and humble as all the 
people of God. (p. 167) 

If a man is always conscious of his authority, he is not qualified to be an authority. (p. 169) 

God’s appointed authority is one who can take offenses. He is one who can be offended. If the 
authority that you have received cannot suffer any offense, you are not qualified to be an 
authority. (p.	171) 

The more a person wants to be an authority or a great one, the less we can entrust him with 
authority. God never grants authority to those who want to be His authority. (p. 183) 

The qualification of an authority is based on one’s consciousness of his inability and 
unsuitability. (p. 186) 

The main thing about a representative authority is that he represents God. (p. 201) 

A deputy authority is one who “represents” authority, not one who “exercises” authority. (p. 201) 

Authority and Submission by Watchman Nee 
© Living Stream Ministry 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


