THE WILL OF GOD
(Friday—Evening Session)
Message Three
Praying for God’s Will to Be Done on Earth

Scripture Reading: Matt. 6:10; Luke 11:1; 1 John 5:14-15; John 15:4-5, 7

I. Although God has a will for everything, He does not act independently;
rather, He wants the human will on earth to echo His will before He does
anything—Matt. 6:10; 1 John 5:14-15:

IIL.

A.

In the universe there are three wills: the divine will, the satanic will, and the
human will; God wants man’s will to be joined to Him and be one with Him so
that man may express and echo His will back to Him in prayer for the good pleas-
ure of His will—Eph. 1:5, 11; Isa. 14:12-15; Matt. 6:10; 7:21; 26:39; Phil. 2:13.
God will not act independently, and He will not accomplish His will alone; in-
stead, He will accomplish His will only when His people agree with Him and are
one with Him—Col. 1:9; 4:12:

1. If there is only a will in heaven, God will not move; the will in heaven is
accomplished on earth only when we, His people, want the will in heaven
to be done on earth—Matt. 6:10.

2. Because God acts according to laws established by Him, He will not annul
man’s will on earth by His own will; He will not usurp man’s will and act
independently—dJosh. 24:15, 22.

3. Everything related to God’s move and work on earth can be accomplished
only when there is a will on earth that cooperates with Him—dJohn 7:17.

4. God cannot do what He wants by Himself; He does it only with the coopera-
tion of the church; He accomplishes His will through the church.

5. Whenever God’s people place their will in harmony with God’s will, the will
of God will be done on earth as in heaven—Matt. 6:10.

God’s intention is to accomplish His will through the believers’ prayer in
union with Him—v. 10; John 15:7:

A.
B.

C.

God’s people must pray before God will move on earth to accomplish His will.
The prayer that is most pleasing to God is the prayer that asks for the accom-
plishment of His will—1 John 5:14.

God wants us to work with Him to accomplish His will; the way to work together

with Him is to pray—Luke 11:1; 18:1; 1 Thes. 5:17:

1. The purpose of prayer is that we be one with God’s will so that God can work
on earth to fulfill His purpose—Rom. 8:26-29.

2. Ifwe do not work together with God in prayer for His will to be done on earth
as it is in heaven, He cannot move on earth to accomplish His will—Matt.
6:10.

3. If we are one with the Lord, we want what God wants, and our will becomes
one with God’s will—John 15:7.
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4. The prayer for the accomplishment of God’s will is not asking God to accom-

plish what we want Him to do but asking God what He Himself wants to do;
such prayer is the outlet of God’s will on earth—1 John 5:14-16.

D. Prayer for God’s will to be done on earth consists of four steps—Matt. 6:10:

1. God intends to do something according to His will—Eph. 1:5, 11.

2. He reveals His will to us through the Spirit for us to know His will.

3. We return and echo His will back to Him through prayer—1 John 5:14.
4. God accomplishes His work according to His will—v. 15.

E. God needs us to exercise our spirit with our resurrected will to pray according
to His divine will for Christ to be manifested and enjoyed by us, for the Body life
to be practiced by us, and for the Body of Christ to be built up through us—Heb.
10:5-10; Rom. 12:1-2; Eph. 1:4-6, 9, 11, 22b-23; 3:16-19; 4:16:

1.

A genuine man of prayer is one whose desires are fully blended into God’s
desires and whose thoughts are fully one with God’s thoughts; he is a man
in whom God’s desires are imprinted, a man of revelation whose heart is a
duplication of God’s heart—1 Sam. 2:35; 3:21; 12:23.

When we come to the Lord in prayer, we need to allow the Spirit to mingle
our desires with His desires, lead our thoughts into His thoughts, and im-
print His desires and thoughts into us; then the prayers that we utter to God
with His inward desires will be precious, weighty, and valuable to Him and
will cause Satan to suffer loss—Rom. 8:26-27; Phil. 4:6; Col. 4:2, 12; Mark
9:28-29; Eph. 6:10-20.

II1. Effective prayers for God’s will to be done on earth are the expression of
God’s desire and intention and are the issue of our abiding in the Lord and
of His words abiding in us—dJohn 15:4-5, 7:

A. Prayer is God’s heart’s desire passing through us and returning to God:

1.

2.

3.

The desire in our prayers does not originate with us; it originates with God
and is an expression of what God desires—Eph. 1:5, 11.

God’s desire and intention are anointed into us through the Spirit and thus
become our desire and intention, which we express to God in prayer—1 John
2:20, 27; 5:14-15.

Our prayer, therefore, is God’s desire and intention coming out from God,
passing through us, and going back to Him—vv. 14-15.

B. All prevailing prayers—prayers that can be counted effective before God—are
the result of our abiding in the Lord and allowing His words to abide in us—
John 15:4-5, 7

1.

2.

When we abide in the Lord and His words abide in us, we touch God’s feel-
ing and understand His desire—v. 7.

After we touch God’s feeling and understand His intention, we will spon-
taneously have His desire that comes out of His words in us—v. 7.

His desire will become our desire, what He wants will be what we want, and
then we will pray according to this desire.

The Lord will answer this kind of prayer, and thus the will of God “will be
done, as in heaven, so also on earth”—Matt. 6:10.
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Excerpts from the Ministry:

THE EARTH CONTROLS HEAVEN

After we know God’s will, we can say to Him, “God, we want You to do this. We are
determined that You should do this. God, You must do this.” We can utter such strong and
powerful prayers before God. We have to ask God to open our eyes to see the kind of work
He is doing in this age. In this age all His work is based on this position. Heaven may want
to accomplish something, but heaven will not do it alone; heaven waits for the earth to do it
first, and then heaven does it. Although the earth stands in the second place, at the same
time, it also stands in the first place. The earth must move before heaven will move. God
wants the earth to move heaven.

HARMONY OF WILL

Some may ask why God would want the earth to control heaven. If we want to under-
stand this, we have to remember that our God is limited by time. Time refers to the section
between the two eternities. There is an eternity past and an eternity future. Between these
two eternities, there is time. Within this section called time, God is limited. He cannot work
as freely as He wants to. This is a limitation God encountered in the creation of man. Accord-
ing to Genesis 2, God gave man a free will when He created him. God has a will, and man
has a will. Whenever man’s will is not one with God’s will, God is limited. In this room, there
is a table, chair, floor, and ceiling. If a man comes in, he can do whatever he wants and not
be restricted. The table, chair, floor, and ceiling will not be able to restrict him. God is a power-
ful God; He can do anything. If the earth was filled with spiritless material, God would be
without restriction. But one day, God created man. The man He created was not like a piece
of stone or wood; he was not a table or a chair, which could be placed here or there by God
at will. The man that God created had a free will. Man could choose to obey God’s word, and
he also could choose to disobey His word. God did not create a man who was obligated to
obey Him. He created a man with a free will, one who could obey or disobey His word. After
God created a man with a free will, His power was limited by this man. He could no longer
act according to what He wanted. He had to ask whether man wanted the same thing and
whether he was willing to do the same thing. God cannot treat man like a stone, a piece of
wood, a table, or a chair, because man has a free will. Since the day God created man, man
could choose to allow God’s authority to be carried out or to be blocked. This is why we say
that within time, the period between the two eternities, God’s authority is limited by man.

God is willing to be limited in time because He wants to gain a harmonious will in the
second eternity. He wants man’s free will to be harmonious with His will. This is a glory to
God. If you put a book on the table, it remains on the table. If you put it on the shelf, it
remains on the shelf. It is very obedient to you. But even though it is obedient, you are still
not satisfied, because it does not have a free will; it is completely passive. God does not want
the man He created to be like a book that can be shuffled around at will. Even though God
wants man to be fully submissive to Him, He also gave man a free will. God’s intention is
that man’s free will would choose to obey Him. This is a glory to God! In eternity future the
free will of man will be joined to God’s eternal will. That will be the time for God’s eternal will
to be fulfilled and for man’s free will to become harmonious with God’s eternal will. Every man
has a free will. In eternity future man will still have a free will, but it will stand on God’s
side. He will still have the ability to oppose God, but he will not oppose Him. Hallelujah!
Even though man will have the freedom to oppose God, he will not oppose Him. He will do
what God wants. This harmony of will is a glory to God!

In eternity future, although man’s will is free, it will be in conformity to God’s will, and
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there will be no will that is not subordinate to God’s authority. However, in time, God is limited
by man. Man does not do what God wants, or man does only a little of what God wants. God
may want something to be big, yet man may want it to be small. Or God may want something
to be small, yet man may want it to be big. God has no freedom at all! God’s move is controlled
by man in time. This speaking is in reference to the church. All of God’s moves are limited
by the church in time because the church represents man in eternity future. The church is
standing on the earth today for God’s will. If the church comes up to the standard of God’s
will, He will not be limited. But if it does not come up to the standard of His will, God will
be limited. God is doing what He wants to do through the church. Today the church is taking
the position that man will take in eternity. Then, even though man’s will is free, it will stand
completely on the side of God’s eternal will. The church is taking that position ahead of time.
Just as God will express Himself in eternity through the New Jerusalem, the Lamb’s wife,
He also is expressing Himself today through the Body of Christ. Although the church has a
free will, it submits this will to God’s authority as if no other will existed. This allows God to
do whatever He wants to do. When the church places its will under God’s will today, He will
move in the same way that He will in eternity; He will move as if no other will were opposing
Him. This is a glory to God!

Now we can see the church’s position before God. We cannot make the church so low by
suggesting that it is merely a meeting. No, the church is a group of people who have been
redeemed by the blood, who have been regenerated by the Holy Spirit, who have committed
themselves to God’s hand, and who are willing to take God’s will, do His will, and stand for
God on earth for the sake of maintaining His testimony.

We have to see that God works according to a law. Since there is free will on earth, God
will not annul man by His own will. Brothers and sisters, do not think that this is a strange
thing. This is a fact. God is in heaven. Yet all His works on earth can be accomplished only
when there is a will on earth that agrees with and decides to do the works. He will not put
aside man’s will on earth. He will not usurp man’s will on earth and act independently. Every-
thing related to Him can be accomplished only when there is a will on earth that cooperates
with Him. When the earth works, God works. When the earth decides, God acts. God must
have man’s will in harmony with His will. This harmony in will is a great glory to God!

THREE GREAT PRINCIPLES

We have said that God has a will for everything. Yet God does not act independently; He
will not do anything by Himself. Even though God has a will, He wants the free will on earth
to echo His will before He does anything. If there is only a will in heaven, God will not move.
The heavenly move is accomplished on earth only when the earth wants the same thing as
heaven. Today this is called the ministry of the church. Brothers and sisters, the ministry
of the church is not only the preaching of the gospel. This does not mean that we should not
preach the gospel; it means that the ministry of the church is not merely the preaching of
the gospel. The ministry of the church is to bring the will in heaven to earth. How does the
church bring the will in heaven to earth? It is by prayer on earth. Prayer is not as small and
insignificant as some may think. It is not something that is dispensable. Prayer is a work.
Prayer is the church saying to God, “God, we want Your will.” Prayer is the church knowing
God’s heart and opening its mouth to ask for what is in God’s heart. If the church does not do
this, it does not have much use on earth.

Many prayers for spiritual edification, prayers for fellowship, and prayers for supplica-
tion cannot replace prayers that are in the nature of work or ministry. If all your prayers are
prayers for spiritual edification, fellowship, and supplication, they are too small. A prayer
that is in the nature of work or ministry is one in which you stand on God’s side, wanting
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what God wants. Brothers and sisters, if a prayer is uttered according to God’s will, it is the
most powerful thing. For the church to pray means that it finds out God’s will and speaks
out this will. Prayer is not just asking God for something. For the church to pray means that
it stands on God’s side to declare that man wants what God wants. If the church declares
this, the declaration will be effectual.

Now let us consider three great principles in ministerial prayer from Matthew 18:18-20.

Speaking Out God’s Will

In verse 18 the Lord said, “Whatever you bind on the earth shall have been bound in
heaven, and whatever you loose on the earth shall have been loosed in heaven.” Who is the
“you” here? It is the church, because verse 17 mentions the church, and verse 18 is a contin-
uation of verse 17. Whatever the church binds on earth will be bound in heaven, and what-
ever the church looses on earth will be loosed in heaven. This is a very important principle:
today God works through the church. God cannot do anything at will; He has to do everything
through the church. Without going through the church, God cannot do anything. Brothers
and sisters, this is a very sober principle. God cannot do anything by Himself today. There is
a free will besides His will. If this will does not cooperate with Him, He cannot do anything.
The amount of power that the church has expresses the amount of power that God has be-
cause His power is expressed through the church. God has placed Himself in the church.
The height and extent that the church reaches is the height and extent that God’s power
reaches. If the power of the church is small and restricted, God cannot express the height or
extensiveness of His power. The water department’s reservoir may be great, but if you have
only a small tap in your house, a great amount of water will not flow out. If you want more
water in your house, you have to install a larger pipe. Today the capacity of the church deter-
mines the degree to which God’s power is expressed. This can be seen from God’s expression
in Christ; the capacity of Christ is the degree of the manifestation of God. Today God is
expressed in the church; the capacity of the church determines the degree of the expression
of God and also the amount of knowledge one can have about God.

God wants to do many things on earth today. But He must have the church stand on His
side before He can accomplish these things through the church. God cannot do what He wants
to do by Himself; He has to do it with the cooperation of the church. The church is the means
through which God expresses Himself. Let me repeat: the church is like a water tap. If the
tap is small, the amount of water flowing through the tap will not be great, even if there is
as much water as the Yangtze River. God truly wants to work in heaven, but He has to wait
for the earth to move before He can work. There are many things that God wants to bind in
heaven, and there are many things that God wants to loose in heaven. God wants to see many
people, objects, and things contrary to Him bound, and He wants to see many spiritual, valu-
able, beneficial, and holy things that are of Him loosed. The question is whether or not there
are men on earth to bind what God wants to bind and loose what God wants to loose. He wants
the earth to control heaven. God wants the church to control heaven.

This by no means says that God is not omnipotent. God is indeed omnipotent, but He
needs a channel on earth before He can manifest His omnipotence. We cannot increase God’s
power, but we can hinder His power. Man cannot increase God’s power, but he can block His
power. We cannot ask God to do what He does not want to do, but we can limit what He
wants to do. We cannot ask God to do something that He is not willing to do, yet we can stop
Him from doing something that He wants to do. Brothers and sisters, have you seen this?
There is a power in the church that puts God’s power under its control. It can allow God to
do what He wants to do, and it can stop God from doing what He wants to do. Our eyes have
to be opened to see the future. One day God will expand the church to become the New
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Jerusalem. God’s glory will be manifested from the church without any hindrance. Today He
wants the church to first loose on earth before He looses in heaven. He wants the church to
first bind on earth before He binds in heaven. Heaven will not take the initiative to work;
it follows the earth’s work. God will not take the initiative to work; He follows the church’s work.
Brothers and sisters, since this is the case, how great is the responsibility of the church!

We have seen that Matthew 18:15-17 speaks of a particular case and that the great prin-
ciple is given in the following verses. When a brother sins against another, he may not confess
his sins or mistakes. When the church reproves him, he still may not listen. If this happens,
the church will consider him as the Gentile and the tax collector. The sinning brother may
say, “Who are you? How can you make me as the Gentile and the tax collector? I will just
stop coming to your meeting. If I cannot come to this place, there are many other places I can
go to.” However, what did the Lord Jesus say after this? “Truly I say to you, Whatever you
bind on the earth shall have been bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on the earth
shall have been loosed in heaven.” Hence, if the church decides to consider a man a Gentile,
God in heaven will consider him a Gentile also. If the church considers a man a tax collec-
tor, God in heaven will consider him a tax collector also. In other words, God will do in
heaven what the church does on earth. If the church considers a brother a Gentile and a tax
collector, God in heaven will consider the same brother a Gentile and a tax collector. Not
only does this case follow the principle, a thousand other matters follow the same principle.
This case is only an example. It shows us how much the church can do. Then it shows us the
greatness of the principle.

The church is God’s chosen vessel. God has placed His will in this vessel so that it will
declare God’s will on earth. When the earth wants something, heaven also wants it. When
the church wants something, God also wants it. Hence, if God’s demand is rejected in the
church, God will not be able to accomplish what He wants to accomplish in heaven.

Many brothers and sisters are bearing a burden day and night. They are bearing the
burden because they have not prayed. Once the tap is turned on, water flows out. Once it is
turned off, the water is blocked. Is the water pressure strong when water is released or when
it is blocked? We all know that when water is released, the pressure decreases. When water
is blocked, the pressure increases. When the church prays, it is like turning on the tap; the
more the tap is turned, the less the pressure becomes. If the church does not pray, it is like
a tap being turned off with pressure building up. When God wants to accomplish something,
He puts a burden in a brother, sister, or the whole church. If the church prays and fulfills
its duty, it will feel relieved. The more the church prays, the more relieved it will feel. As it
prays once, twice, five times, ten times, or twenty times, it feels more and more relieved. If
the church does not pray, it will feel stuffed and burdened. If the church continues to not pray,
it will suffocate to death. Brothers and sisters, if you feel heavy and pressed within, you have
not fulfilled your ministry before God; God’s pressure is upon you. Try to pray for half an hour
or an hour; the pressure will be released, and you will feel relieved.

What then is the prayer ministry of the church? It is God telling the church what He
wants to do and the church praying on earth what God wants to do. This prayer is not ask-
ing God to accomplish what we want Him to do but asking God to accomplish what He Him-
self wants to do. Brothers and sisters, the church’s responsibility is to declare God’s will on
earth. On earth the church declares for God, “This is what I want.” If the church fails in this
matter, it will not be of much use in God’s hand. Even if everything else is good, it will not
be of much use if it fails in this matter. The greatest use of the church lies in the fact that
it stands for God’s will to be done on earth. (The Collected Works of Watchman Nee, vol. 22,
“The Prayer Ministry of the Church,” pp. 138-147)
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