
Message One 

Visions of God 
and 

the Unveiling of God’s Purpose and the Desire of His Heart 

Scripture Reading: Ezek. 1:1, 3, 16; 8:3; 40:4; 
Prov. 29:18a; Acts 26:18 

I. “The heavens were opened and I saw visions of God”—Ezek. 1:1: 

A. The heavens were opened to Ezekiel—v. 1: 
1. The opening of the heavens was God’s special visitation; the heavens were 

opened also to Jacob (Gen. 28:11-17), to Jesus (Matt. 3:16-17), to Stephen 
(Acts 7:56), to Peter (10:11), and to John (Rev. 4:2; 19:11). 

2. Ezekiel stood in the position of a priest, one who was seeking God and con-
tacting God and who was connected to the heavens—Ezek. 1:3: 
a. Ezekiel was carrying out his priesthood in the spirit, serving God and 

fellowshipping with God, so that the heavens were opened, and he saw 
the glorious vision of God being life to man so that He and man could be 
built together—vv. 4, 16; 40:1—48:35. 

b. The heavens were opened to Ezekiel and could even come down to earth, 
enabling God’s heavenly things to be seen by people on earth and to be 
fulfilled among them on earth—Rev. 1:1, 9; Gen. 28:17. 

3. Whenever God finds a man on earth who is one with Him and whose heart 
is a duplication of His heart, the heavens are opened to him—Matt. 3:16. 

B. Ezekiel saw visions of God—divine, spiritual, heavenly visions—in his spirit 
under an opened heaven—Ezek. 1:1; 8:3; cf. Rev. 1:10-11; 4:2; 17:3; 21:10: 
1. God’s visions are His revelations, which enable us to see divine, spiritual, 

and heavenly things—Ezek. 40:4; cf. Eph. 1:17-18. 
2. What we present to the children of God should be visions of God, which we 

have seen in our spirit under the opened heavens through our contact with 
God—Acts 26:16-19; cf. S. S. 1:15; 7:4. 

3. These visions will lead to the building up of God’s churches—Matt. 16:18. 
4. The most important matter for a person who serves the Lord is that he must 

see visions of God—Prov. 29:18a; Acts 26:19: 
a. In the Bible vision denotes an extraordinary scene; it refers to a special 

kind of seeing—a glorious, inward seeing—and to the spiritual scenery 
that we see from God—Dan. 7:1, 9-10, 13-14. 

b. In order to see a vision, we need revelation, light, and sight—Eph. 1:17-18. 
c. Visions of God govern us, restrict us, control us, preserve us, revolutionize 

us, give us the boldness to go on, and keep us in the genuine oneness—
Prov. 29:18a. 

d. Under the visions from God we are directed toward God’s destination, 
and our life is controlled according to God’s economy—Phil. 3:13-14; 1 Tim. 
1:4. 

5. We need the kind of prayer that brings us into a trance and that brings a 
heavenly vision to us—Acts 10:9-16; 22:17-21: 



a. A trance means that we have been brought out of our self; we may be 
imprisoned in the self, but we need to pray ourselves out of that im-
prisonment. 

b. To be in a trance is to be out of our self, and in that trance we receive 
visions from God—10:10-11; 22:17-18. 

C. God wanted Ezekiel not only to behold with his eyes but also to hear with his 
ears; hence, He gave him His words along with His visions—Ezek. 40:4: 
1. God’s word to Ezekiel was not an ordinary word but an express word, a 

special word—1:3. 
2. God’s words are His explanations of His visions. 
3. We need to have an express word from the Lord—John 6:63; S. S. 8:13: 

a. God wants to give us special, fresh, and vivid words that convey His 
divine visions—1 Cor. 2:13; 1 Pet. 4:11a. 

b. We should ask God for words that will enable us to understand the visions, 
and we need the words that will enable us to proclaim and explain what 
we have seen—Ezek. 3:1-4. 

D. God’s hand always follows His speaking; thus, the hand of Jehovah was upon 
Ezekiel—1:3: 
1. God will come in to do what He says and to work according to His speaking—

v. 3; Psa. 33:9. 
2. God’s hand upon man is for leading and directing man and for causing man 

to take action—cf. 1 Kings 18:46; Dan. 11:32b; John 7:6, 8; 2 Cor. 5:14-15. 
3. May we all have an opened heaven, see God’s visions, receive God’s words, 

and have God’s leading and directing hand upon us to meet God’s need. 

II. Ezekiel 1 unveils to us the desire of God’s heart and the purpose that He 
wants to accomplish—vv. 4-5, 26; Eph. 1:5, 9; 3:10; Phil. 2:13; Gen. 1:26: 

A. The biblical term that refers to the desire of God’s heart is the good pleasure of 
His will; the good pleasure of God’s will is the desire of God’s heart—Eph. 1:5: 
1. The Triune God’s economy was made according to His good pleasure, and 

His good pleasure comes out of His heart’s desire—vv. 9-10; 3:9-11. 
2. Out of the desire of God’s heart, His good pleasure, is God’s purpose, and 

out of this purpose is His economy—1 Tim. 1:4. 
3. Our inward joy is an indication that God is operating in us for His good 

pleasure and that we are living and walking according to His good pleasure, 
the desire of His heart—Phil. 2:13. 

B. Ezekiel 1 unveils God’s desire to be expressed in His Son—Heb. 1:3. 
C. The One signified by the glowing electrum, the Lamb-God, dwells within us as 

a priceless treasure for His expression—2 Cor. 4:7. 
D. The four faces of the four living creatures signify the complete and adequate 

expression of Christ—Ezek. 1:5-6, 10: 
1. The four living creatures signify a corporate entity, the corporate Christ—

the corporate expression of God; when God gains such a corporate expres-
sion, His purpose will be accomplished—1 Cor. 12:12; Eph. 3:10-11. 

2. The vision in Ezekiel 1 shows us that we need to be corporate and that we 
need to be in coordination—vv. 4-5, 12. 
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E. “Upon the likeness of the throne was One in appearance like a man”—v. 26: 
1. The One on the throne looks like a man, yet with Him is the likeness of the 

glory of Jehovah (v. 28), indicating that the One sitting on the throne is both 
God and man; this is Jesus Christ, the God-man, the mingling of God and 
man. 

2. As revealed in the Bible, God’s mysterious intention in His relationship with 
man is to mingle Himself with man and thereby to become the same as man 
and make man the same as He is in life, in nature, and in expression but 
not in the Godhead—John 1:12-14; 1 John 3:2; 2 Pet. 1:4; Rom. 8:29. 

3. The One on the throne and the four living creatures both have the appearance 
of a man, indicating that the four living creatures on earth are the expression 
of the One on the throne; this is the manifestation of God in humanity—
Ezek. 1:5, 26; 1 Tim. 3:15-16. 

F. The Bible as a whole, and the book of Ezekiel as a miniature of the Bible, reveal 
that God’s eternal intention is to dispense Himself into His chosen people, mak-
ing them the same as He is in His life, His nature, and His image but not in 
the Godhead—Eph. 3:15-16: 
1. God’s goal is that His redeemed and regenerated people into whom He is 

working Himself in Christ will be mingled with Him as one entity and be 
built together in Him to be His eternal habitation, the New Jerusalem—
John 14:20; Eph. 3:16-17; 1 Cor. 6:17; 12:12; Rev. 21:2, 10-11. 

2. This is the central point of the revelation of the Bible and also of the visions 
presented in the book of Ezekiel—Eph. 1:17-23; 3:15-21; Rev. 21:2, 10-11. 

 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


