
Message Ten 

Christ as the Peace between God and God’s People 
for Their Co-enjoyment in Fellowship to Have the Vital-group Church Life 
and to Consummate in the New Jerusalem as the Ultimate Peace Offering 

Scripture Reading: Lev. 3:1-2; 6:12; 7:37; Phil. 4:5-7, 11-13; John 12:1-3 

I. The issue of enjoying Christ as our burnt offering, our meal offering, our sin of-
fering, and our trespass offering is the enjoyment of Christ as the peace offering—
Lev. 3:1-2; 6:12; 7:37: 

A. We should not try to have peace by our own effort; the more we try in ourselves to have 
peace, the less peace we will have; the only way to have peace is to enjoy Christ every 
day—Rom. 14:17; 1 Cor. 12:3b; Eph. 3:16-17. 

B. Having peace is a measurement to show us to what degree we enjoy Christ—1:2; cf. 
Matt. 11:28-30. 

C. We should enjoy Christ today and forget about yesterday and about tomorrow—6:25, 34; 
Phil. 3:13-14; Heb. 3:7-8, 13.  

II. Christ is the peace between God and God’s people for their co-enjoyment in fel-
lowship—cf. 1 Cor. 1:9: 

A. The one who offered the peace offering was to lay his hand on the head of the offering, 
signifying the union and identification of the offerer with the offering; our fellowship 
with Christ is a matter of identification, a matter of us becoming Him and of Him be-
coming us—Lev. 3:2, 8, 13.  

B. The peace offering is illustrated in Luke 15:23-24 by the fattened calf as a peaceful enjoy-
ment between the receiving father, God, and the returning prodigal son, a sinner. 

C. We need to learn the secret of enjoying Christ as our peace offering—the peace of God, 
which surpasses every man’s understanding—Phil. 4:12, 7; John 16:33: 
1. We must learn the secret of how to take Christ as life, how to live Christ, how to 

magnify Christ, and how to gain Christ in any environment and in any matter—
Phil. 4:11-13: 
a. We need to let our requests be made known to God, talking with Him and con-

ferring with Him in everything—vv. 5-6; cf. Josh. 9:14; Prov. 3:5-6. 
b. “Those who do not know this secret consider to live Christ a difficult thing. 

Actually, you just need to practice speaking with the Lord constantly; then spon-
taneously, you will live Christ” (The Organic Aspect of God’s Salvation, p. 55)—
Phil. 1:19-21a. 

c. The result of practicing fellowship with God in prayer is that the peace of God, God 
as peace, is infused into us for our enjoyment as the counterpoise to troubles and 
the antidote to anxiety so that Christ as our forbearance can be known to all men—
4:5-7, 9; 1:20; Rom. 8:6; John 16:33: 
(1) Through our fellowship with God in prayer, we enjoy the Lord as a river of 

peace and as a comforting mother—Isa. 66:12-13; cf. Gal. 4:26. 
(2) Through our fellowship with God in prayer, we enjoy the Lord as a refuge from 

the wind, a covering from the tempest, streams of water in a dry place, and the 
shadow of a massive rock in a wasted land—Isa. 32:2. 

2. The virtues of Christ for our experience in Philippians 4:5-9 are the expression of a 
life that lives Christ as peace—1:19-21a; 2:5-13; 3:8-10: 



a. Paul considers forbearance and the lack of anxiety as the first two aspects of the 
expression of a life that lives Christ. 

b. Anxiety, coming from Satan, is the sum total of human life and disturbs the 
believers’ life of living Christ; forbearance, coming from God, is the sum total of 
a life that lives Christ; the two are opposites. 

3. “Let your forbearance be known to all men. The Lord is near”—4:5: 
a. Forbearance is reasonableness, considerateness, and consideration in dealing with 

others, without being strict in claiming one’s legal rights; forbearance means that 
we are easily satisfied, even with less than our due. 

b. According to Christian experience, forbearance is all-inclusive, for it includes all 
Christian virtues: 
(1) Forbearance includes love, patience, kindness, humility, compassion, consid-

erateness, and submissiveness, a willingness to yield; if we have such an all-
inclusive virtue, we shall also have righteousness and holiness. 

(2) Forbearance also includes self-control, moderation, gentleness, understanding, 
sympathy, wisdom, mercy, peacefulness, looking to the Lord, and even the vir-
tue of admitting that the Lord is sovereign in all things. 

c. A forbearing person is one who always fits in, whose behavior is always suit-
able—cf. 2 Cor. 6:1a; 10:1; Phil. 1:19; Isa. 11:2. 

d. If we are forbearing, we shall have the wisdom and the ability to supply others 
with what they need; we shall also have the full knowledge of what to say to them 
and when to say it—50:4-5; Col. 1:28. 

e. To be forbearing is to consider how others will be affected by what we do or say—
2 Chron. 1:10. 

f. As an all-inclusive virtue, forbearance is Christ Himself; since Christ is forbear-
ance, for Paul to live was forbearance—Phil. 1:21a: 
(1) To let our forbearance be known to all men is to let the Christ whom we live 

and magnify, whom we take as our pattern and pursue as our goal, be known 
to all men. 

(2) Only the Lord Jesus lived a life full of forbearance, and only Christ can be 
our perfect forbearance today. 

(3) To make known our forbearance is to live a life that expresses Christ as the 
totality of all human virtues. 

g. Immediately after speaking about forbearance, Paul says that the Lord is near: 
(1) With respect to space, the Lord is near us, ready to help; with regard to time, 

the Lord is at hand, coming soon—cf. Rom. 10:8-13. 
(2) The Lord’s being near refers primarily to His presence with us—Matt. 1:23. 

4. “In nothing be anxious, but in everything, by prayer and petition with thanksgiving, 
let your requests be made known to God; and the peace of God, which surpasses every 
man’s understanding, will guard your hearts and your thoughts in Christ Jesus”—
Phil. 4:6-7: 
a. The words in everything refer to the many different things that happen to us 

day by day. 
b. Prayer is general, having worship and fellowship as its essence; petition is special, 

being for particular needs; both our prayer and our petition should be accom-
panied by our giving thanks to the Lord. 

c. To God denotes motion toward, in the sense of a living union and communion, 
implying fellowship; hence, the sense of to God here is “in the fellowship with God.” 
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d. The God of peace patrols before our hearts and thoughts in Christ, keeping us calm 
and tranquil; a proper Christian life is a life of calm, tranquility, peace, and quiet 
(1 Tim. 2:1-2; Isa. 30:15a); the first aspect of a life that lives Christ is tranquility—
without rivalry, vainglory, murmurings, or reasonings and without debate, argu-
ing, or fighting with others. 

e. Let your forbearance be known is parallel to let your requests be made known—Phil. 
4:5-6: 
(1) Our anxiety can be turned into forbearance by bringing every need, every re-

quest, to God, and by conversing with Him; we should just tell Him what we 
need; that is, if we have any worry or anxiety, we should just tell Him. 

(2) Our letting Him know is our motion toward Him; then His response is His 
dispensing, His mingling Himself with us, even before He answers our request; 
the practical mingling of divinity with humanity is carried out by the traffic 
described in verse 6. 

f. If we would have a life free of anxiety, we need to realize that all our circum-
stances, good or bad, have been assigned to us by God in order to serve us in ful-
filling our destiny to gain Christ, live Christ, and magnify Christ—Rom. 8:28-29; 
Matt. 10:29-30; 2 Cor. 4:16-18. 

III. We need to learn the secret of how to have the vital-group church life as a house 
of feasting—a feast of Christ as the peace offering—where He and His lovers can 
have rest and satisfaction—John 12:1-3: 

A. This church life is produced by the resurrection life—11:43-44. 
B. This church life is composed of cleansed sinners—Mark 14:3. 
C. This church life is outwardly poor and afflicted—John 12:1; 16:33. 
D. This church life is a life of feasting in and with the presence of the Lord—12:2; Acts 

3:20a. 
E. This church life has more sisters than brothers—John 12:2-3. 
F. In this church life there are the functions of Martha (diligently serving the Lord), Laza-

rus (testifying of the resurrection life), and Mary (pouring out her absolute love on the 
Lord)—vv. 2-3, 9-11. 

IV. Our enjoyment of Christ as our peace offering in our daily life and in the church 
life consummates in the New Jerusalem as the ultimate peace offering—Rev. 21:2: 

A. Jerusalem means “the foundation of peace.” 
B. The New Jerusalem is the Triune God to be our peace, to be our safety. 
C. The whole New Jerusalem will be an entity of peace. 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


