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OUR NEED OF
THE LORD’S HEALING

UNVEILING HIS DEATH
AND RESURRECTION THE THIRD TIME

While the Man-Savior was making the long
journey from Galilee to Jerusalem (Luke 9:51—
19:27), He spoke to His disciples about many
things. In Luke 18:31 He took the twelve aside in
order to speak a private word to them. This word
spoken privately to the disciples concerned His
going to Jerusalem to die.

In verses 31 through 33 this word is recorded
in some detail: “Behold we are going up to Jeru-
salem, and all things will be accomplished which
have been written through the prophets regard-
ing the Son of Man. For He will be delivered up
to the Gentiles, and will be mocked and outra-
geously treated and spit upon; and when they
have scourged Him, they will kill Him; and on
the third day He will rise.” It is significant that
in verse 31 the Lord does not say, “Behold I am
going up to Jerusalem”; instead, He says, “Behold
we are going up to Jerusalem.”
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This was the third time the Lord Jesus re-
vealed His death to the disciples. The first was
in Caesarea Philippi, before His transfiguration
(9:22). The second was in Galilee, after His
transfiguration (9:44-45). This time, the third
time, was on the way to Jerusalem. This revela-
tion was a prophecy, altogether strange to the
natural concept of the disciples, yet fulfilled lit-
erally in every detail.

We have seen that the Man-Savior had pre-
dicted His death and resurrection twice already.
Since the time for His death had come, He was
going to Jerusalem. This was His obedience to
God unto death (Phil. 2:8), according to the
counsel of God (Acts 2:23), for the fulfillment of
His redemptive plan (Isa. 53:10). He knew that
through His death He would be glorified in res-
urrection (Luke 24:25-26) and that His divine
life would be released to produce many brothers
for His expression (John 12:23-24; Rom. 8:29). For
the joy set before Him, He despised the shame
(Heb. 12:2) and volunteered to be delivered to
the Satan-usurped leaders of the Jews and con-
demned by them to death. For this God exalted
Him to the heavens, seated Him at His right hand
(Mark 16:19; Acts 2:33-35), gave Him the name
which is above every name (Phil. 2:9-10), made
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Him both Lord and Christ (Acts 2:36), and
crowned Him with glory and honor (Heb. 2:9).

Luke 18:34 says, "And they understood none
of these things; and this saying was hidden from
them, and they did not know what was being
said.” We may compare the Man-Savior’s word to
His disciples concerning His death to beautiful
music played to those who do not appreciate
such music. The disciples were not able to appre-
ciate the "music” “played” to them by the Lord.
They did not understand anything the Lord said.
Although He used simple words, they could not
comprehend what He was saying.

Why were the disciples not able to grasp the
Lord’s word concerning His death and resurrec-
tion? The reason for their inability to understand
was that they were altogether in another king-
dom, in their own kingdom. Because they were
in their own kingdom, they did not have a heart
for the things of the kingdom of God.

HEALING A BLIND MAN NEAR JERICHO

The Lord’s unveiling of His death and resur-
rection the third time is related to the healing of
the blind man near Jericho. Actually, the Lord’s
disciples were blind and in need of healing. They
could not understand what the Lord was saying
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about His death and resurrection, because they
were lacking in perception and insight. There-
fore, following the third unveiling of the Lord’s
death and resurrection, we have the case of the
healing of a blind man.

SIGHT AND SALVATION

Luke 18:35 says that the Lord drew near to Jer-
icho. The following verses indicate that near
Jericho the Man-Savior healed a blind man. This
means that He healed the blind man before He
entered Jericho. But Matthew 20:29 and Mark
10:46 say that the healing occurred at His com-
ing out from Jericho. Lukes narrative has a spir-
itual bearing. The blind man’s receiving of sight
was followed in Luke 19:1-10 by the salvation of
Zaccheus. This indicates that to receive salvation
first requires sight to see the Savior. These two
cases, occurring at Jericho in direct continuation,
should be considered spiritually as one complete
case. A sinner in darkness needs to receive sight

so that he may realize his need of salvation (Acts
26:18).

THE BLIND MAN
REPRESENTING THE DISCIPLES

When the blind man near Jericho heard that
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Jesus was passing by, he cried, saying, “Jesus, Son
of David, have mercy on me!” (v. 38). The title
“Son of David” is the royal title of Christ for the
children of Israel. Only the children of Israel were
privileged to address the Lord with this title.
Verses 40 and 41 continue, “And Jesus stopped
and ordered him to be led to Him. And when
he drew near, He questioned him, What do you
want Me to do for you? And he said, Lord, that
I may receive my sight!” The Lord’s question in
verse 41 shows open love toward this needy one.

It expressed the Man-Savior's humanity to an un-
imaginable extent.

The Lord then said to the blind man, “Receive
your sight; your faith has healed you™ (v. 42). Lit-

erally, the Greek word translated “healed” means
saved. Instantly the man received his sight and
followed the Lord, glorifying God (v. 43).

After the Lord unveiled His death and res-
urrection to the twelve for the third time, they
were still blind. Hence, they were represented by
the blind man near Jericho. The Lord’s healing

of the blind man signifies His dealing with the
blindness of the twelve disciples.

Here I would like to say, once again, that it is
not an easy matter to understand the Bible. In
understanding the Scriptures it is not sufficient
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to know the letters in black and white. If we
would understand the Bible, we need to know
the spirit of the particular book we are reading.
The burden in Luke’s spirit in this part of chap-
ter eighteen was to show us that all the Lord’s
followers, even His twelve chosen ones, were
blind. The Pharisees were not the only ones who
were not able to see the spiritual reality of the
kingdom of God. We may say that the twelve were
foremost in lacking this ability. Three of them—
Peter, James, and John—were with the Lord on
the Mount of Transfiguration. Although they saw
so much on the mountain, actually, in a spiritual
sense, they did not see anything at all, for they
were blind. Therefore, the man near Jericho was
not the only one who was blind. All those around
the Lord also were blind.

OUR NEED OF THE LORD’S HEALING

[ am concerned about the situation of today’s
believers. Some of us may still be spiritually
blind. We may need to pray, “O Lord, have mercy
on me. I need You to heal my blindness. Lord,
I want to receive my sight.”

Mark 4:12 indicates that we may see and not
perceive and hear and not understand. Since this
may be our condition, we need to pray that the
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Lord will have mercy on us. We also need to
empty ourselves in order to see the spiritual real-
ity of the kingdom of God.

The Pharisees thought that they saw a great
deal, and they regarded themselves as some-
body. Actually, they were nobody. They were
even more empty than the tax collectors were.
Likewise, although the disciples followed the
Lord Jesus from the beginning of His ministry
and saw the things that took place in His min-
istry, they continued to be blind. As we have
pointed out, we also may be spiritually blind.
Some of us have been in the Lord for years.
Subconsciously we may think that we know a
great deal. But actually we still may be blind, not
seeing the things that we need to see. There-
fore, we need the Lord’s healing. In the presence
of the Lord, we need to have the deep convic-
tion that we are nobody, that we know nothing,
and that we need Him to give us sight.

In our reading of the Gospel of Luke, we
may wonder why the case of the healing of a
blind man near Jericho is recorded so far along
in the narrative. We may think that such a case
belongs much earlier in the book, perhaps in
the section that records the Lord’s ministry in
Galilee. Nevertheless, in chapter eighteen, when
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the Lord is very close to Jerusalem, we have the
account of the healing of this blind man. This
case indicates that the followers of the Man-
Savior need Him to heal their blindness.
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